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Inside this issue: Pastor Marraine’s Musing... 
 

As I begin my seventh program year as the pastor of First Congregational United 

Church of Christ Corning, I am filled with similar feelings as both the students 

and teachers who are headed back to school.  Many people have been traveling 

over the course of the summer and it will be heart warming to reconnect with 

people we have missed in the pews with us.  It will be a joy to step back into 

familiar routines in the life of this congregation.  Likewise it will be a gift to 

welcome new people into our midst at whatever point on their journey they arrive 

here.  As we continue our conversation and discernment about governance 

changes we consider our own faith journeys and that of the church.   

 

For as much that remains the same at schools; teachers, students, and parents will 

confess that there is also an ongoing need for flux, flexibility, for transitions 

experienced in the life of the educational systems. 

 

As much as we enjoy and are fed by the comfort of the church community, we 

are also in an educational system of sorts.  The church as a body made up of 

people in their own states of change is never a static institution. Hints of our 

capacity to do this can be found in this Caller.  The Bible class for 3-8th graders, 

the book study on Grounded, the trip to Horton Center, and our combined lay led 

worship service with Emanuel Lutheran are all examples of adjusting in response 

to a request or a need.   
 

Our mission and ministry is interwoven with our engagement of the Gospel as a 

primary source of education of the way we do church.  Jesus, our great teacher, 

challenges us with the mission and ministry of the Gospel. 

 

So as the new program year starts in conjunction with the new school year –  

let us sit up in our pews, and chairs.  Let us stand up in the streets of our 

communities.   Let us offer thanksgiving for the traditions and foundation of our 

faith.  Let us prepare to engage the Gospel of Jesus Christ in new and different 

ways.  Thanks be to God! 
 

       

Blessings, Pastor Marraine 
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“The Caller” is published by the  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
171 West Pulteney Street 

       Corning, NY  14830 
 

         No matter who you are  

     or where you are on life’s                      

journey, you are welcome here!! 
 

Office hours:  
Tuesday– Friday. 9:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Phone:               (607)962-7423 

Fax:  (607)962-4035 

E-mail:  ucc-corning@verizon.net 

Web:                  www.corningucc.org 

Facebook.com/FCUCCC 

Pastor:  Rev. Marraine C. Kettell 
Secretary: Brenda Passmore 

Make-Ahead Meals Group Sept. 8 

Deacons Planning Meeting Sept. 11 

Youth Group Cook-Out Sept. 11 

CE Clean-up Sept. 14 

Women’s Fellowship Sept. 14 

Sunday School begins Sept. 18 

Advisory Discussion  Sept. 25 

Book Study Sept. 28 

CROP Walk Oct. 23 

Inside this issue: Dates to Remember: 

Office Hours: 
Church Office:     Brenda is in the office Tues.-Fri. 9am-12pm. 

Pastor Marraine:  Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.  

Tuesday-Thursday: Available for appointments and visits. 

Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.     

Emergency Number:  (607)438-2634 

The deadline for submitting articles 

for  “The Caller” is the  

25th of  each month. 

You are invited!   

Join the Deacons for a planning meeting  

after worship on September 11th. 
 

At their August meeting, the Deacons decided that they would 

like to take a different approach in their planning for activities 

and events in the life of the church this year. Instead of working 

on the schedule progressively at their monthly meetings, they 

will gather once to capture and schedule the main activities in 

the church's ministry.  

 

This meeting will take place on September 11th after church, 

and the Deacons invite all those involved in church 

leadership and anyone else interested in participating to join in 

the planning.  

 

One aim of this planning is to identify busy times in the life of 

the church and assess how to best program the various activities 

and events in our shared ministry, and to get things on the 

calendar from the outset of our program year so there aren't 

surprises down the road.  

 

There are many committees, boards and groups that contribute 

to the life and ministry of the church -- ALL are welcome to join 

us on September 11th to build the year's calendar; the more folks 

we have at the table, the better we'll be able to plan and the more 

effectively and efficiently our ministry will function.  

 

 Church leaders and interested members,  

         we'll see you on September 11th! 
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Community Office Hours 
Pastor Marraine will be at Soulful Cup 

Tuesday, Sept. 27, 9-11am 

Wednesday, Sept. 28 , 3-5pm 
 

Come by for a warm drink  

and a visit.  
  

Bring a friend or colleague  

to meet her! 

What's for COFFEE??? 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Seems like everyone agrees that our fellowship time 

after church is wonderful .   

We count on this time together! 
 

The Deacons don't want you to count on a full meal 

every  week.  You may have noticed that our  

contributions this summer have been fresh fruits 

and vegetables.  When we do have a full meal, it is 

wonderful – a blessing – and special thanks to 

Joyce Nelson, the men's winter soup offerings, 

youth events …. 
 

We have heard that others would like to contribute.   

Please, please DO!  You can provide a small snack 

or anything more. - your choice.   You can work by 

yourself or join a few friends.  The whole 

congregation is grateful for your contribution.   
 

Sign up on the board in the fellowship hall for the 

Sunday you would like.  We have Fair Trade coffee 

which any deacon can help you prepare.  Just ask. 
 

Thanks to all our past and future contributors.  You 

make our time breaking bread together so special. 
 

For the diaconate,  Star Bright 

Mark your calendars for the Crop Walk!   
Sunday, October 23rd   

The walk will be starting and ending 

from our church.  The walk begins 1pm.  

A group photo will be taken at 12:45p.  

Pledge forms and more information will 

be available soon. 

Community Garden News! 

The  2016 Emanuel Lutheran and First 

Congregational Church Gardens yielded 115 

pounds of produce for the Corning Community 

Food Pantry.  We grew beets, cucumbers, yellow 

and green beans, yellow squash, onions and 

tomatoes.  The clients of the Food Pantry were 

most appreciative of the fresh vegetables.   
 

Thank you so much to everyone you helped  

with the garden.   

Joyce Nelson 

Deacons Offering for September –  
The Salvation Army 

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission 

offering of the UCC that supports ministries of  

justice and compassion throughout the United 

States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council 

for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds 

of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and  

Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of 

justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct  

service projects through grants. 
 

Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to churches 

and organizations doing justice work in their  

communities. These grants fund projects whose 

work ranges from direct service to community  

organizing and advocacy to address systemic  

injustice. Funding is provided through donations to 

the Neighbors in Need offering. 
 

Our church will receive the NIN offering on  

October 2, 2016 as part of the World Communion 

Sunday observance. 
 

The 2016 theme for NIN is "This we believe" and 

connects the issue of child hunger to the work that 

UCC congregations are doing to serve their  

community and address this injustice. 
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Dear FCUCC Family,  
 

I have resigned my position as Faith Formation 

Coordinator effective September 30 to complete a 

second supervised ministry experience this academic 

year and host an AFS cultural exchange high school 

student from Argentina through June and serve my 

home congregation in Elmira. 
  

I feel ever grateful for the opportunity to serve 

FCUCCC in various capacities. These included youth 

group co-leader, Sunday School teacher, pulpit supply 

preacher, GriefShare facilitator, and teacher of 

cooking classes. And simply being with you to 

worship and fellowship and work with you at events 

like the rummage sale, C.R.O.P. Walk, and Hanging 

of the Greens. 
  

I remain your good friend and neighbor, 

Patricia 

Christian Education 

Fall Sunday School Classes will begin on September 18th! 
 

3-8th graders 

Beginning Sunday, September 18th two of our Sunday School classes will have the 

opportunity to understand the Bible’s history, organization, and continued significance in our 

lives today.  We will have two classes taught on Sunday mornings during the Sunday School: 
 

3rd-5th Grade led by Chris Wilken and Jenny Warwick 

6th-8th Grade led by Carole Fimlaid and Sue McMaster 
 

Mark your calendars to be present for this valuable learning opportunity.  Bible Class will end 

on November 6 with a presentation of Bibles during service and an opportunity to beat the 

Youth at some Bible Trivia! 
 

Preschool-2nd grade 

This class will use the Shine curriculum we have been using for the last few years.   

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

News from Christian Education.... 

From the Christian Education Committee: 
 

It has been a joy to have Patricia with us as the 

Faith Formation Coordinator over the last two and 

a half years.  We are currently updating the job 

description so that we can take next steps.   

 

CE Clean-up—September 14th, 9am-11am! 
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Congregational Leadership Informational Session September 25th 
 

Please join the Advisory Committee after worship on September 25th to hear about the progress  

on the Congregational Leadership Study.  

 

We have been researching alternative models all summer and have learned a lot from other churches that have 

gone through similar processes. We have reached a point where we’re ready to review these findings and 

demonstrate how church activities would be managed under a new structure and also a reduced version of our 

current structure. After this overview meeting, we will gather feedback from our whole church community on 

the proposals through surveys, face-to-face meetings, written documents, etc. Our plan is to have a leadership 

structure to test and evaluate during 2017. 

  

Please make every effort to attend! If you need child care or some other assistance to be able to come, please 

contact an Advisory Board member and we will help you get there. 

  

Respectfully, 

Star Bright, Margo Brown, Jennifer Fais, Judy Garrett, Tom Kowalik, Jim Nelson,  

Jill VanDewoestine, Pam Walker 

Fall Book Study:   
Grounded:  Finding God in the World, A Spiritual Revolution by Diana Butler Bass 

 

During a sermon, I mentioned this book.  Several of you were 

interested in reading it.  So – we have a fall book study!   
 

From my sermon . . “Just listen to the titles of the chapters – Genesis, 

Dirt, Water, Sky, Roots, Home, Neighborhood, Commons, and 

Revelation.   Reading such topics with my shoes muddied from the 

dirt, with a body of water within eyesight, and with a gorgeous sky 

above me helped all of what she wrote sink in that much more 

effectively.  Grounded was indeed a wonderful book to read in the 

midst of the wilderness in my effort to reactivate my conversation 

with God after a busy month or two.”   

  

I am offering a morning and evening session:   

Three Wednesdays ~ 

September 28, October 5, and October 12.   

You may chose either the morning session at 9am and evening 

session at 7pm depending on your schedule.   

 
 

Visit the author’s website for purchasing options:   

http://dianabutlerbass.com/books/grounded-finding-god-in-the-world-a-spiritual-revolution/ 

http://dianabutlerbass.com/books/grounded-finding-god-in-the-world-a-spiritual-revolution/
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 Youth Group 

Reflections on NYE.......... 

Pearl:  It was great to get the opportunity to meet with 

other UCC youth from around the world and discuss the 

ways we can improve the world using our faith.  We also 

strengthened the bonds within our own youth group. 

Matt:  NYE was a large mix of people from all over the 

world and made me realize more people believe in what 

we believe.   

Rachel:  Being around such a diverse group of people 

who were all about our age helped to stabilize my faith 

and make me feel like I wasn’t alone in my Christian 

journey.  Think the result of having so many people of 

our generation all in one place, able to talk to each other 

can bring about change and influence on those around us 

who may struggle with their own relation to God.  I hope 

the bonds our group made with not only each other but 

with other groups stay strongly connected by our shared 

faith. 

Patrick:  NYE gave me the chance to not only meet new 

people, but to understand my faith better.  I was able to 

learn other people’s perspective on some important 

topics during the services.   

Beanie:  Being at the NYE allowed me to connect with 

other youth in a way I had only connected with those in 

our youth group.  It was an amazing experience to be 

able to discuss and understand my faith in different 

ways.  

 

National Youth Event   

July 26-30, 2016 

Orlando, FL 

Dear Church Family,  

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to attend the 

UCC National Youth Event in Disney World!  We had a 

truly magical, exciting and educational adventure.  We 

were given the chance to interact with over 3 thousand 

youth and we listened to many talented and inspiring 

guest speakers with a focus on young people advocating 

for change.  This taught us that even though we are 

young, we can still make a difference in our community.  

Furthermore, this trip strengthened the friendships 

within our own youth group.  This trip couldn’t have 

been possible without your generous support.   

Thank you so much! Love Pearl and Marian 
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Photo Gallery 

Jewish Rabbi and Baptist Minister Friendship Tour August 21, 2016 

The Salvation Army Dinner 

August 21, 2016 

Altered Book Workshop August 23, 2016 

Marcia 
- and - 

Michael’s  

Wedding 
 

   July 9, 2016 
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From the Mailbag.... 

Hello Friends, THANKS so very much for the lovely card I received from you recently. Loved the card; music 

and children decorating the front ...entitled One Small Voice ...drawn by Jenn, age 11..... Terrific!  Many thanks 

to Sylvia, Jennifer, Mary, Patricia, Ellen, and Barbara!  Hope I didn't forget anyone!  I am enjoying the nice  

(but NOT humid!!) weather.  Patricia said 'Embrace each day....'   I do try!  Sorry I have not responded sooner.. 

Loving thoughts and CHEERS,  Barbara D....    20th July 2016 
 

AND.....Hello Friends at UCC...I received another card a few days ago from you with a lovely message so... 

please may I add the earlier message and a few names to the dear church family who sends these lovely and 

welcome cards!  A gorgeous Goldfinch graces  the cover...I can hear the whistle! 
 

         Loving thoughts to....:)   

Sylvia, Ted and Marge Fellows, Sue, Evie, Maria, Bob, Ed, Tom and Pastor Marraine 

    

1st  Beth Briggs 

      Jim Katt 

      Corky Lentz 

      Noel Sylvester 

8th    Steve Albertalli 

12th Eileen Sands 

15th     Joyce Nelson 

17th     Peter Reif 

21st     Tom Breslin 

21st     Sylvia Brown 

21st     Sandra Smith 

29th     Joanne Reif 

Church Gardeners:  

Thank you so much for your gift of onions, squash, beans, and 

cucumbers.  Fresh produce is a special treat for our clients.  I am so 

impressed with the output of your garden.  Thank you for considering 

us with your bounty.   
 

Sincerely,  

Jean Krebs, The Corning Community Food Pantry 

Dear First Congregational UCC, 

 

Thank you for supporting our mobile ministry, the 

#Interfaith Friendship Tour.  Your conversation and 

prayers touched us and taught us in myriad ways. 

 

We hope this marks just the beginning of our 

interfaith friendship with you. 

 

All the best, 

Jeremy & Jonathan 
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 Church Events 

 

 
 

The Make-Ahead Meals Cooking Group ~ Thursday, September 8, at 10:30 a.m.  
Please bring storage containers for your entrée and sides.  If you have not attended before, please contact 

Patricia Kapusta at 279-6849 to make your reservation. 

 

 
 

Women's Fellowship Meeting, Wed., Sept. 14th at 11:30 AM.   
Please bring a Bag Lunch.   

We will begin working on a new project and will be making plans for the coming year.   

All women of the church are invited!  

The Reality of Peace Corps - The latest update from Amanda McCaslin  
 

Because I have moved work sites and moved houses since I have been in Region 5, 

I have fortunately met a LOT of people.  For the most part, Guyanese are 

welcoming, they want to feed you, they want you to marry their oldest son (ha) 

and they want to help you have children as soon as possible so that your ovaries do 

not die first (again ha).  However, on a serious note (as I have said before in a 

previous post), there are quite a few people who really don’t understand why you 

are here (and let you know this either in a polite way or a not so polite way).  But I 

sit back tonight and think: what would I be thinking if I were them?  The reality of 

it is, as a Peace Corps volunteer, you have to accept the fact that you are viewed as 

someone who is “here to make things better, to fix things that are broken, to make 

changes”.  And when you meet people who have been working extremely hard 

their whole lives and do not see anything “wrong” or “broken” or need for change, 

you hit walls.  Walls that are offended you are there.  And how are you supposed to not ultimately come across 

as “the American” who is here to “save everyone”.  I understand the push back, I understand the 

mocking.  Honestly, I’m not sure exactly how I would respond if the situation were reversed. *** 
 

Sometimes when I have internet, I go through my old emails from my dad.  He used to send me a lot of his 

sermons when I was in college and then living in Boston.  To be very honest, I would read them if I had time, 

but I definitely did not truly appreciate them.  I can’t explain what has happened since I have been here.  I have 

never felt like a super “religious” person.  I have gone to church all of my life and I enjoy being in church 

services, no matter the denomination.  However, here in Guyana, there is such a disconnect between so much of 

my old life compared to my new life, that religion has become a safe constant.   I read the emailed sermons and 

prayers more carefully from my dad.  I listen to each word of the sermons preached here.  I may not agree with 

everything that is said but it doesn’t matter.  Being in a religious service, in the presence of some higher power 

whom I have my own personal and private relationship with is the only thing that matters.  It provides stability 

and consistency in a life that is so foreign. 
 

Visit Amanda’s blog for more from Guyana https://amandaguyana.wordpress.com/ 

https://amandaguyana.wordpress.com/


 

  10

          Community Events 

Aging in Place 
Thursday, September 15, 2016 
Betsey Hale, President, Three Rivers 

Development Corp. 
Three Rivers Development Corporation is the 

Corning area's primary private-sector vehicle for 

economic development. 

Watson Homestead 
Saturday, September 10, 2016 

10:00am 6:00pm 
Free admission—free parking  

Outdoor regional market showcasing the products and 

 

Friends of the Library Book Sale 
Sat., October 1st - Saturday, October 8th 
East Corning Fire Hall -  
Donations are still being accepted! 

 

Youth Group Cookout ! 
Join us at the Wilkens’! 

Sunday, September 11th 5-7:00pm 
Hot Dogs, buns, condiments, and s’more fixings provided.   

Please bring a side dish, drinks, or chips.   

 

Regular Youth Group meetings September 18 & 25 5:00-7:00pm at the church. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Nami 7:00pm 

Deacon’s Mtg. 
7:00pm 

Trustee’s  Mtg. 
7:00pm 

10:00am Joint  
Worship &  
Communion 
 

6:00pm Bells 
7:00 AA 
7:15pm Choir 

6:00pm Bells 
7:00 AA 
7:15pm Choir 

Community 
Office Hours 
at Soulful Cup 
3-5pm 

10:00am Worship 
 
 
5-7pm  Youth Group 
5:30pm Strings 
7:00pm Brassworks 
   

6:00pm Bells 
7:00 AA 
7:15pm Choir 

7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

 

Community 
Office Hours 
at Soulful Cup 
9-11am 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

6:00pm Bells 
7:00 AA 
7:15pm Choir 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 7:00pm AA 

Aging in Place 
9am- noon 

Make Ahead 
Meals 10:30am 

10:00am Worship 
Deacons Planning 
Meeting 
 
5:30pm Strings 
7:00pm Brassworks 

Nami 7:00pm 

10:00am Worship 
Advisory Discussion 
 
 
5-7pm  Youth Group 
5:30pm Strings 
7:00pm Brassworks 
   

7:00pm AA 

Bone Builders 
9:30-10:30am 

Women’s Fellowship 
11:30 am 

Book Study 
9am & 7ppm 

CE Clean-up 
9-11am 

Youth Group Cook-Out 
5-7pm 

Pastoral Relations  Mtg. 
7:00pm 

Advisory  Mtg. 
7:00pm 
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